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“The Women of  Boulder”
Boulder is a beautiful place but beauty that is a hard, steep, take your breath away kind of  beauty.  It 

is a hard place to live especially for the women.  As Blom Ormond once said, “Boulder is just a lot of  

hard work.”  The isolation of  this place makes a trip to the store at least a days worth of  travel.  You plan 

ahead and shop for yourself  and usually your neighbor for most of  the day when you go to town.  As 

Kim Nelson said “I can substitute any ingredient in any recipe and make it work, you have to be able to 

do that in Boulder.”   Women in Boulder have to be brave enough to face an occasional cougar, an es-

pecially aggressive mouse, and putting your child on the school bus every morning to drive across the 

Hogsback even when it snows.  Homes are a distance from each other and socializing takes planning.  

Boulder can be a lonely place, to survive, it takes good friends, a good garden, and the ability to drive 

long distances.   The women of  Boulder are incredible and the Boulder Heritage Festival honors the 

women this year.  These women are the business owners, the public officials, the ranchers, the moth-

ers, the cooks, the singers, the poets, the dancers, the dreamers, the workers, the teachers, and the 

builders of  this community.  Thank you to the women of  Boulder and to those who came before to teach 

all of  us how to survive this beautiful place.  
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